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Mohawk Prayer

Because we’re human, we’re going to 
mess up,we’re going to make errors 
and omissions. So we are asking for 
your forgiveness in advance...
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WhatÕs new and good?
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What will you do about 
welcome?

RADICAL HOSPITALITY
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Background to 
Community Circles
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Beyond Welfare- Radical Hospitality
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What do we mean by Community?

T

ÒCommunityÉis about the experience of belonging. 

We are in community each time we find a place where 

we belongÉto belong is to be related to and a part 

of something . It is the opposite of thinking that 

wherever I am, I would be better off somewhere elseÉ

to belong to a community is to act as a creator and 

co-owner of that community. The work then, is to 

seek in our communities a wider and deeper sense of 

emotional ownership; it means fostering among all of 

a communityÕs citizens a sense of ownership and 

accountabilityÓ- Peter Block (2008) ÔCommunity - 

the Structure of BelongingÓ
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If  ÔcommunityÕ was a 
vehicle - draw it and 

label the parts
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Values
Money - Meaning - Friendship?
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Focus on Capacity

• ABCD
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What do we focus on? 
WhatÕs wrong with person? 

What do they bring?
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Nurture possibilitiesÉ
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Build Relationships
 Intentionally
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Who do you know?
Wide Angle Lens View 

Thursday, 16 December 2010



• Third Places
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• Third Places

• Groups who share the same values - but 
wouldn’t call it ‘inclusion’? Organisations -
Churches - Groups - Agencies and so on?

Who do you know?
Wide Angle Lens View 

Thursday, 16 December 2010



• Third Places

• Groups who share the same values - but 
wouldn’t call it ‘inclusion’? Organisations -
Churches - Groups - Agencies and so on?

• Personally? Personal networks.

Who do you know?
Wide Angle Lens View 
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Circles of Support
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Building a Vision
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What does good life look like? 
A true place in the world?

Building a Vision
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What Learned?
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Community Circle
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• SAFETY PRINCIPLES - ‘The Roof of Safety’
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People show up (or donÕt) by choice - this is not a 
gathering you need to be ÔreferredÕ to or a self help 
group 
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  Think carefully about welcome and arrival  - What 
will you do about food and drink?

    ÔSafetyÕ needs thought Ð but focus on ÔnaturalÕ 
rather than ÔspecialÕ safety measures. Community 
Protection vs. Institutional Protection 

  People who know a lot of people are important Ð 
Þnd your ‘community connectors’

  People will come and go, show up once 
and not again or not regularly - Notice - but youÕre not 
taking the register 
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Young people of all ages are a unifying presence 

Invite and involve Young People - this is a 
gathering where they can participate on 
equal terms - nurture their impulse to be 
generous

Facilitation and Leadership must be 
intentional - this is not an open-ended ‘get 
together’. The Leadership convenes and 
holds the space

What happens after matters 
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Exchange

• Wants

• Needs

• Offers
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Never dive alone...
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